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December Presentation - From the Birdbath 


At the December meeting we heard about the Action, Attitude and 
Antics on the Sedgwick bird baths. Jenny and Peter Sedgwick have 
lived for over 30 years on 40 acres located along the Mount Mercer 
road. With their environment interest they have done a lot of revege- 
tation. The special plants on their property include orchids, trigger 
plants and native grasses. Without grazing, plants have appeared 
that were not anywhere else nearby. The vegetation provides food, 
shelter and breeding habitat for birds. 


To further encourage birds and to make viewing and photographing 
more convenient, the birds in the area are treated to numerous con- 
tainers of water on and above the ground. Ceramic and other dishes 
in areas sheltered by vegetation are filled with water to attract birds. 
By not just using run of the mill birdbaths, but ceramic dishes that 
were described as Peter's father's rejects, the background to birds 
bathing and drinking was more interesting. Stones have been added 
to some baths to help bird entry. Thirty species of birds have been 
captured photographically in an interesting variety of antics on and 
around the baths. 


The antics of birds entering, enjoying and leaving the bird baths 
were described; some were 1n and out quickly and some were splash- 
ing about. The combination of birds frozen in action with water 
splashes made for delightful photographs and Jenny had chosen in- 
teresting images which captured our attention. There were individ- 
ual birds and groups, mainly individual species but also what Jenny 
described as mixed bathing with multiple species. One photo had as 
many as twelve Silvereyes. Jenny's familiarity with their habits and 
description of the action added to the story and her ability to capture 
sharp close up photographs provided visual enjoyment. 


Species included Thornbills, Finches, Honeyeaters, Wrens, Fantails, 
Rufous and Golden Whistlers, Grey Shrike Thrush, Scarlet Robins, 
White-throated Treecreepers, Restless Flycatchers, Willy Wagtails 
and Silver Eyes. Magpies visited, but not often. There were also 


non-native birds including Goldfinches and Blackbirds which Jenny 
commented seemed to have done well this year and the odd Sparrow. 
An echidna had also been seen in the area of the baths. Mostly birds 
came multiple times over a protracted period and obviously consid- 
ered the property their home but there were others who came more 
rarely. A Crescent Honeyeater had only been seen once. 


The talk demonstrated the value of bird baths in attracting birds and 
how they could be used in providing convenience for photography. 
But Jenny noted that with birds used to having water available it was 
important to ensure that the baths were filled even when holidays 
were taken. Thank you Jenny and Peter for an interesting and infor- 
mative presentation. 


Peter Dalman 
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ANN Friday 24th October, 2014 


We had an early departure and split groups today. We visited the 
Tasmanian Museum to view "Island to Ice", a great display of Ant- 
arctica and island wildlife and history. We walked to Mawson's 
Huts Replica Museum on the waterfront in Hobart for an explanatory 
talk and examination of Mawson's huts equipped as_ they 
were. Funds raised, support maintaining the original huts at Cape 
Denison. A wander around Constitution Dock preceded a bus trip to 
Bonorong Wildlife Sanctuary. 


Lunch was followed by a talk about the plight of Tasmanian Devils 
and the need to agitate to protect the Tarkine wilderness area. A 
walk around the park included close observation and talks about a 
baby Wombat and Tasmanian Devils as well as other wildlife we 
observed ourselves. 


Simon Grovae spoke at night about 
"Between Tasmanian Tidelines". 
% lhe speakers were excellent and 
Simon was clear, informative and 
4 interesting, preparing naturalists for 


Claire Dalman 


Photo: Low tide at Tessellated Pavement 
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ANN Thurs 23rd October, 2014: Mt Hartz - Lake Osborne 


Touring along the Huon valley on a perfect-weather day provided 
panoramas over water and rolling countryside. Stopping at 
Geeveston provided an opportunity to explore the Forestry museum 
and the small main street with interesting sculptures before continu- 
ing west into the Hartz Mountains National Park. At the destination 
we were welcomed at the shelter with hot drinks and muffins for 
morning tea. A variety of walks was offered to cater for different 
energy levels. 


We took the Lake Osborne 
walk which was_ probably 
the easiest and provided am- 
ple time for making observa- 
tions along the track which 
led through rainforest of 
Myrtles, Sassafras, Moun- 
tain Pepper Berries and oth- pln 
ers. Then on to the Hartz Me 
Plateau with scenes of large “>> 

boulders left by glaciers and _ it soe 

panoramic views into the Photo: Lake Osborne with its 

distance. Lunch was en- King Billy Pines. 

joyed balanced on rocks on 

the shore of the glacial Lake Osborne with pristine water and fringed 
with King Bully Pines. Informative signs along the track added to the 
interest. 


The evening program was a talk on bats by Lisa Cawthen who then 
led a walk through the area using sound detectors to locate local bats 
but none were detected. 


Peter Dalman 


Excursions 
February Excursion to Western Treatment Plant, Werribee 
NB: Departure at earlier time of 8 am from usual place 


There are no further places available 


as permit-holders’ cars are full 


Note : No excursion on Sun § March because of SEANA 


March SEANA Camp hosted by Ballarat FNC 
Registration due at Feb Meeting (no cost for BENC members). 
Bookings and money to be paid for meals also due then. 


Volunteers are needed for supper and other activities. 
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Enfield Forest Foray 


Our last excursion for the year was to Enfield Forest. As a group we 
are lucky to have a patch of forest so close to Ballarat, rich with di- 
versity. As this was an afternoon excursion we only visited two main 
sites, the first being Victoria Dam. It was a select group of 6 who 
ventured out on what looked likely to be a wet afternoon and we en- 
tered from Ross Creek down Post office Road onto Victoria Road 
and past the trail bike car park. We were joined by a seventh member 
a few minutes after we arrived at the dam. 


The umbrellas were out for a few minutes on arrival at Victoria Dam 
but not for long. Although six of our regular participants were other- 
wise occupied we still managed to have a lot of expertise on hand 
and found quite a few plants in flower. Emily’s recent attendance at 
some interesting talks on insects ensured we focussed on some of the 
smaller invertebrates as well as the flowers. 


There were a few small grass trees in flower but as the sun wasn’t 
out they were lacking the usual selection of insects. Moss that would 
have been drying out over the last few warm weeks was looking re- 
freshed and a Prickly Tea-tree was in flower. 


The highlight was the Small Duck Orchids, Paracaleana minor, 
which were in several clumps and enticed the photographers to get 
their cameras out despite the 
damp conditions. The yellow 
+4} flowers of the Common Wedge- 
pea, Gompholobium  huegelii 
and Grey Everlasting, Ozotham- 
nus obcordatus brightened the 
forest. 


Photo: A special find on Beacon 
Hill 


After the stroll around the dam it was, 
back to Incolls road and onto Beacon 
Hill. On the way we had a brief stop | 
to see what was greening up after a| 
spring burn. The mat-rushes_ had_| 
burnt tips but had put on good 
erowth and small eucalypts and 
erasses were reshooting. It was good. 
to see that the Enfield Grevillea re- | 
sponds to fire by respouting and| 
doesn’t just rely on seed. Common 
Fringe-lily Thysanotus tuberosus 
ssp. tuberosus were looking a bit 
bedraggled after all the rain but 
stood out in contrast to the burnt sur- 
roundings. 


Large Tongue Orchids, Cryptostylis Photo: Small Duck Orchid at 
subulata, were what we hoped to see ¥!°torla Dam 

at Beacon Hill and there were several 

clumps in flower. Dwarf Bush-pea, Pultenaea humilis, was begin- 
ning to flower and covered in rain drops. Raindrops on the webbed 
tunnel entrance of a spider, were beautiful but difficult to photo- 
eraph. Soon the umbrellas emerged again and after several close up 
observations of various insects including the Orchid Dupe Wasp, 
Lissopimpla excelsa which pollinates the Tongue Orchid, the day 
was cooling so it was back to the cars. 


The day finished back at Rosebank where we were joined by other 
club members for our end of year function. We usually have a pic- 
nic in the bush after the last excursion for the year but this year we 
decided to combine it with the end-of-year get-together and have it 
under cover. It all worked out well and it was lovely way to finish a 
year full of interest and activities. 


Elspeth Swan 
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Early notice of our 2015 BFNC camp 


When: Weekend 19-19 October 
Where Aireys Inlet 


More details at later meetings 
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Excerpts from Club Meeting Minutes Dec. 5, 2014 
Attendance: The President welcomed 27 membes and friends 
Apologies: M. Sorrell, G. Binns, El. Gregurke, D. Mennon 
Business Arising from Previous Meeting: 


Email from Geoff Howard MP to nominate John Gregurke as the 
Club’s representative on the organising committee to be formed for 
Canadian State Park. Donation of $500 to be made to Trust for Na- 
ture to contribute to the purchase of another 160 ha at Long Swamp. 
Paperwork to formally accept the Grant offer for La Gerche Trail 
signage improvements submitted to DEPI. A copy of “A Forester’s 
Log” about John La Gerche was purchased for the Club to inform the 
Grant project. 


Correspondence: IN: 


From VNPA: E-bulletin — Nature’s Voice, Nov. 2014; email promot- 
ing the creation of the Great Forest National Pk in Victoria to pre- 
serve the habitat of the Leadbeater’s Possum. From RSPCA: email 
notifying us of efforts to change the Labor Govt’s policy on duck- 
shooting. From Environment East Gippsland: email drawing our 
attention to an article on likely bird extinctions in the Mallee if the 
proposed Planned Burn regime is implemented. From Kyra Win- 
duss, Parks Victoria: letter of support for La Gerche Trail project. 


OUT: To Club Members: link to fund-raising campaign for Leigh 
Valley Hawk and Owl Sanctuary, email informing members that the 
Registration fee for the Autumn Camp will be waived for FNCB 
members. To Investment Plan, DEPI: Certificate of Currency, 
signed Common Funding Agreements, letter of support for La Ger- 
che project from land manager, EFT payment request. To SEANA- 
affiliated Clubs and previous camp attendees: First Circular about 
the SEANA Autumn Camp and accompanying Registration Form. 


Business Arising from Correspondence: 


Committee recommends that the Club donate $100 to Leigh Valley 
Hawk and Owl Sanctuary establishment. 


Reports: Treasurer's Report: Opening balance $6,358.86 In- 
come $25.03 Expenses $35.75 Closing balance: $6348.14 


Other reports: Winter Swamp Birds “Walk and Talk” and commu- 
nity meeting. About 35 local residents and members of several local 
sroups Good numbers attended Roger Thomas’ evening bird walk 


species recorded. Plant and Insect Relationships Workshop at RBG, 
Cranbourne. Emily attended. La Gerche Trail visit: a project man- 
agement plan has been drafted by John P. and Peter Noble. 


General Business 


SEANA Autumn Camp preparations: John Petheram offered to get 
in touch with Kevin Tolhurst re leading a field trip around a fire re- 
search site at Wombat Forest. Emily Noble reported that Jemma 
Cripps from DEPI 1s offering a training session for data entry into 
the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas for five or six people. Emily to or- 
ganise a date and time with Jemma some time in Jan or Feb. 


Show and Tell Reports 


Chris Baulch brought along a beautiful photo of patterns in cracked 
mud, Ken Hammond saw a pair of Satin Flyctchers nest-building and 
a Rufous Fantail in Creswick Forest. In Bungaree, Les Hanrahan 
spied a Superb Fairywren’s nest with 3 eggs. Andy Arnold observed 
a Blue-banded Bee collecting pollen from a Pelargonium australe in 
Alfredton (mentioning that these bees are known as buzz pollina- 
tors). He also found 3 Tall Mulla Mulla, Prtilotus macrocephalus 
flowering on the west side of Mt Beckworth Reserve. The last docu- 
mented sighting of this plant in this location in the Victorian Biod1- 
versity Atlas was in 1981 by Cliff Beauglehole. Andy has logged his 
sighting in the VBA. Emily Noble has also observed Blue-banded 
Bees and Leaf-cutter Bees in Scarsdale and the Orchid Dupe Wasp, 
Lissopimpla excelsa, feeding on the nectar of the Heath T1-tree. 
John Morrish saw 2 Freckled Ducks at Fairyland at Lake Wen- 
douree. Jenny and Peter Sedgwick noted their first Puggle (baby 
echidna) sighting, uncovered in a mulch pile at Clarkesdale Bird 
Sanctuary, also Blue-winged Parrots and Crested Shrike-tits, White 
Goshawks with 2 chicks almost fledged, Diamond Firetail Finches 
building a nest in Clarkesdale BS, the first sighting there for 18 
years! John Gregurke observed 6 Freckled Ducks, Nankeen Night 
Heron, 6 Latham's Snipe, Australian Spotted Crake and Baillon’s 
Crake, amongst over 50 species seen over 26-27" Nov. at Winter 
Swamp. He also brought along a confounding specimen of sap- 
soaked trunk from a small Manna Gum growing at Ross Creek miss- 
ing chunks of bark. Could a Brush-tailed Possum be the culprit? Was 
the bleeding of the sap the result of the attack, or the trigger for it? 
Carol Hall brought along stunning photos of a Water Rat (Rakali) at 
Fairyland, Lake Wendouree (a video of which can now be seen on 
the SWIFFT website). 
i Se i i ee i i i i i i Ee Ee i i ie 
sf 


CALENDAR 2014.15 


February 
Fri 6 Cape York - John Gregurke 
Outback Queensland - Claire & Peter Dalman 
Sun 8 Western treatment plant, Werribee - Permit holders (See p.3) 
Tues 24 Committee Meeting at Fran’s 
March 
Fri 6 AGM & Members’ Images - Flowering plants 
Sun 8 NO EXCURSION till SEANA the following weekend 


Fri l3 - Sun 15 SEANA hosted by Ballarat FNC 


Committee 
President Peter Dalman 
Vice —Pres Fran Hanrahan 
Secretary Emily Noble 


Treasurer Les Hanrahan 


Claire Dalman Val Hocking 
John Gregurke John Mildren 
Wayne McGuire 


Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email:Secretary:- Emily Noble 
Editor: Fran Hanrahan 
Website: http://fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com 
Club email: ballaratfnc@gmail.com 


Meetings are held at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr and Greg- 

ory Sts, on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm.. 

Excursions: Leave from the carpark at the Primary Industries Training 

Centre, cnr Gillies and Gregory Sts. at 9.30 am, unless otherwise advised. 
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